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	MINUTES


	

	Approved
	Minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2009.


	

	MATTERS ARISING


	

	Electronic Journals

	

	Reported

	Following the informal survey co-ordinated by the Graduate School the Library had reported that a total of 21 additional journal subscriptions had been requested.  Seven of these had been approved and access had been provided, six titles were not available and for the remaining suggestions the Library had fed comments back directly to the departments concerned.
The Chair reminded members that this survey was a one-off exercise and the standard process was for a student to discuss their journal requirements with their supervisor who could, where appropriate, raise them through their departmental library liaison mechanisms.

	

	EndNote

	

	Reported

	Licensing issues with EndNote were still being explored with Information System Services.

	

	Timing of PGT final exam boards

	

	Reported

	It had been agreed that the period in which departments should hold their final masters exam boards should be brought forward to weeks 5-8 (1 November - 26 November).

	

	Research Conference Fund

	

	Reported

	It was reported that the second funding round of the Research Conference Fund was now open.
http://www2.essex.ac.uk/academic/students/pgr/conf_fund.htm

	

	GRADUATE STRATEGY AND PRES UPDATE

	

	Discussed


	The Chair invited committee members to read and respond to the Graduate Strategy Green Paper.  It had been circulated to relevant staff and students for comment before it was put to Senate in April for approval with a view to a two year strategy for implementation.
Concerns were raised over the reference to rationalisation and whether or not students would be made aware of any plans to cut courses.  The Chair stated that in order to plan for new provision then sometimes rationalisation had to take place but the main place for this to be discussed would be at the Faculty Boards on which students were represented.  The Chair agreed to look into postgraduate representation on the Faculty Boards.
Clarification was sought on whether the amount of funding for University of Essex Scholarships would increase and how they were currently advertised.  In response the Chair explained that the University needed to promote more effectively the funding that was currently available and consider initiatives to raise additional funding.  The Chair encouraged members to read the Graduate Strategy and to give any feedback to the Postgraduate Officer, Students’ Union. 


	

	Reported
	The Chair reported on progress on addressing the area of infrastructure highlighted as an area for improvement in the PRES results.  Relocation of the Postgraduate Common Room was still under discussion with the Space Management Group.  Faculties have conducted their own audit of room space and the Chair will discuss the results with each Faculty.  Also, efforts are being made to co-ordinate the range of doctoral skills training programmes.

	

	POSTGRADUATE SOCIETY 

	

	Reported

	With a view to strengthening the postgraduate community a Postgraduate Society was being set up. During this process it had been discovered that a Postgraduate Assembly already existed under the Students’ Union Constitution.  If the latter was reinstated then there would be no membership fee for students to pay. 
Members were asked to find out from students in their department what sorts of activities they would like the Postgraduate Society to organise and feed this information back to the Postgraduate Officer, Students’ Union.  

It was reported that the Students’ Union would soon have a Postgraduate  email account and this would be put onto their web page to be used as a forum.

	

	POSTGRADUATE NETWORKS 

	

	Discussed


	The Chair encouraged members to make use of postgraduate networks on the web and demonstrated the Vitae website http://www.vitae.ac.uk/ as a good example of useful postgraduate resources.  The Chair asked members to encourage graduate students in their department to make use of such networks and to use them also to highlight good practice at Essex.
Other websites include:-

National Postgraduate Committee

http://www.npc.org.uk/
Graduate Junction

http://www.graduatejunction.net/

	

	POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT EXPERIENCE SURVEY (PTES)

	

	Noted

	The survey is now open
https://www.survey.bris.ac.uk/essex/ptes2010  
The Chair urged members to encourage PGT students to complete the survey.  In order for the results to have creditability it was vital that there is a good response rate.  The web link would be emailed to members after the meeting.

	

	GRADUATE TEACHING ASSISTANT MATTERS


	Discussed

	Concern was raised that Graduate Laboratory Assistants (GLA) are being paid at a different rate of pay to Graduate Teaching Assistants (GTA).  The Chair stated that the GLA role had been through the University’s job evaluation process (HERA) which had classified the role at a slightly lower level than that of a GTA.  The Chair explained that as GLA roles are fairly new it was too soon for a review to be conducted.  There was also a discussion on the GTA rate of pay, in particular how the multiplier operated.  The Chair explained that this was under review by the GTA Sub-Committee.  It was noted that GTA contracts and part-time teaching contacts are paid at different rates.  There is not currently a code of conduct for part-time teachers.

	

	Agreed

	Human Resources to be asked to clarify the differences between part-time teaching contracts and GTA contracts and to consider the issues arising from the employment of students as part-time teachers.
GTA Sub-Committee to continue its review of GTA rates of pay and a report to be brought to the next meeting.
Members to be sent information on the GTA faculty representatives on the Sub-Committee.

	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 


	

	
	7 June 2010

	


Wendy Clifton-Sprigg
Deputy Academic Registrar
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