Modular Study (Credit Accumulation) - Guidance for Departments1
These guidelines are intended for use by Selectors/Admission Advisors in departments which provide opportunities for students to achieve postgraduate awards through modular (credit accumulation) study. The following guidelines act as a prompt for the questions and considerations that should be taken into account when deciding whether a student has completed the requirements to be admitted to a programme of study, or deciding on their eligibility for an award, through modular study.  

There are module level rules of assessment which apply to individual modules when taken alone.  Students who decide to study towards an award on a modular route should be made aware that the Rules of Assessment for individual modules differ from the Rules of Assessment for awards (programmes of study). The relevant Rules of Assessment for the award the student has applied for should be consulted when making an admissions decision.

The following questions need to be considered:-

· Has the student completed (or will the student be able to complete) the relevant modules for the award?

· Students have a maximum of six years to complete study by credit accumulation for an award; will the student be able to complete the award aimed for, including the dissertation where relevant, within six years of registering on the first module taken which is to be used for the award?

· Students must pass all Core modules to be eligible for the award; has the student, thus far, passed the modules designated as Core on the programme structure of the award?  

· Has the student passed the relevant number of credits at the first attempt; 60 taught course credits must be passed at the first attempt, unless there are substantiated extenuating circumstances accepted by the Board of Examiners, for the award of a Masters Degree or Postgraduate Diploma?

· Whilst failure cannot be condoned for each module taken individually, failure with a mark of 40 or more for a certain number of credits in non-core modules is permissible for the award; up to 40 credits can be condoned for the award of a Masters, up to 30 credits for a Postgraduate Diploma and up to 20 credits for a Postgraduate Certificate. Is this applicable for the student?  Some programme have had approved exceptions to this rule so does the programme permit condoned failure? 
· Has the student completed at least 60 taught credits before being permitted to commence the dissertation, and will they be able to complete within the maximum period if they take the full maximum period allowed for the dissertation (particularly if ethical approval, or equivalent, needs to be sought)?

· If the student does not fulfil the criteria for the award they have applied for, could they aim for a different award within the department?

Once the department has approved the student’s admittance to the relevant programme, the associated documentation should be referred to the Graduate Admissions Office for final approval.
1 The Graduate School approved procedures for Modular Study can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.essex.ac.uk/quality/pages/creditaccum.htm" ��http://www.essex.ac.uk/quality/pages/creditaccum.htm�











